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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

We say it all the time: Washington, DC is a city that has something for everyone — from world-class museums to
world-champion sports teams, from playgrounds to monuments, from Michelin-starred restaurants to concert
halls and nightclubs.

Washington, DC is no longer a one-business, government town with a 9-5 schedule. We are a city of innovators,
creatives, and change-makers — 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. We are also a growing city, now more than
700,000 residents strong. But it’s not just our population that is growing — so, too, is tourism, our business
corridors, and our nightlife and culture industry.

Currently, our city’s nightlife industry accounts for $7.1 billion in annual revenue and supports nearly 65,000
jobs. To manage this growth and ensure more people and neighborhoods are benefitting from the nightlife
industry’s prosperity, in 2018, with the support of the DC Council, we joined cities around the world in creating
an office dedicated to nightlife — the Mayor’s Office of Nightlife and Culture. This office, led by Director Shawn
Townsend and his incredible team, ensures that we are working across DC Government and with businesses
and community members to build a vibrant DC nightlife that works for everyone.

And what does it mean to have a nightlife that works for everyone? It means that people can live, work, and
play side by side. It means we are meeting the needs of late-night and early-morning workers. And it means
that as we continue to grow and prosper — as we add new venues, restaurants, and destinations — our city’s
nightlife continues to reflect the diversity and vibrancy of DC.

Sincerely,

Muriel Bowser
Mayor

On February 19, 2020, Director of the Mayor’s Office of Nightlife and Culture
Shawn Townsend, poses with Mayor Muriel Bowser, at the bill signing designating
Go-Go music the official music of Washington, DC.

Image courtesy of the Executive Office of Mayor Muriel Bowser.
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Executive Summary

While the District may be better known for its politicians than its DJs, the District's nightlife
has a rich history. From the first Beatles concert in the United States to the creation of Go-Go
music, a world-renowned punk scene, and one of the country’s most robust nightlife scenes
for LGBTQ+ venues, the District has long been a vibrant, inclusive place to have fun and

connect socially.

The District’s restaurants, bars, nightclubs, and performance
venues contribute $7.1 Billion to the city’s economy.

64,980 Jobs 2,431 Businesses $7.1 Billion Annual Revenue

(8% share of the District) (6.7% share of the District) (3.7% share of the District)

The 2,437 business establishments in the District
operating as restaurants, bars, nightclubs, and
performance venues play a large and unique role in the
District’s economy. Nightlife establishments contribute
$562 million in annual tax revenue to the District.

The nightlife industry provides a large share of dining,
entertainment, recreational, and cultural activity to the
District. Beyond the economic and fiscal impacts, the
nightlife economy generates amenities that attract
workers, employers, residents, and visitors from around
the world to the District.

Nightlife establishments provide employment oppor-
tunities for those looking for an income source during
off-peak work hours. Approximately 57% of employment
in the nightlife industry is comprised of part-time jobs, a
source of flexible employment increasingly important in
today’s economy. These jobs generate nearly $3.1
billion in salary and wages for the industry’s 64,980 jobs.

Historic centers of nightlife, such as Downtown DC, U Street NW and H Street NE, have
re-emerged as regional nighttime destinations. New areas of nightlife activity have also
emerged, such as Capitol Riverfront/Navy Yard, Congress Heights, Petworth, and the
Southwest Waterfront. The District’s growing population, strong public transportation,
and base of arts, cultural, and educational institutions make the city well-positioned to
continue growing as a renowned music, culture, and nightlife destination.

Study led by Jon Stover & Associates on behalf
of the DC Mayor’s Office of Nightlife and Culture
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Nightlife Industry Revenues By Time Of Day Key Priorities for the Nightlife Industry

Based on survey feedback and focus group
discussions, many of the issues facing the District’s
nightlife businesses can be grouped in the following
categories: rising costs and declining profits,
attracting and retaining employees, transit access for

W 9:00 pm - 5:00 am employees and customers, regulatory costs and

5:00 pm - 9:00 pm timeframes, community approvals and protest

0% -------CTEETEEEE - >:00am - 5:00 pm processes, and developing better strategies to
Source: Nightlife Establishment Surveys (2020) address safety, security, and cleanliness efforts.

% As the District’s nightlife economy grows,

Economic Impacts of The District’s Nightlife Industry : : : = -
businesses face increasing competition, rising
costs, difficulty attracting employees, and regulatory

Direct (Nightlife Operations) 57,250 $5,365,962,748
Indirect (Supply Chain) 5162 51222580249 hurdles that cut into already-slim margins. %
Induced (Spending of Wages) 2,568 $479,864,592
This study recommends five guiding principles to help
Total 64,980 $7,068,407,589 S i Lok
MONC prioritize and refine its activities in its second
Source: IMPLAN year of operations and beyond:

) 1. Adiverse and vibrant nightlife makes the District a
Businesses Reported That Over The Last Three Years: great place to live, work, and visit.

2. MONC serves all nightlife stakeholders.
53% 38% 19% 3.  MONC interventions aim to improve compliance
and minimize nightlife impacts.

4.  MONC activities address the most pressing

Experienced Experienced Anticipate . T
. ) . ) challenges of the nightlife industry.
increase in increase in future sales
revenue. profit. growth. 5. The best way to serve nightlife stakeholders is
Source: Nightlife Establishment Surveys (2020) thrOUgh collaborative relationShipsr risk

mitigation, and proactive problem-solving.

About the Mayor’s Office of Nightlife and Culture and This Study

The legislation creating the Mayor’s Office of Nightlife and Culture (MONC) was first
introduced by Ward 4 Councilmember Brandon Todd and later signed into law by Mayor
Muriel Bowser on October 18, 2018. The primary function of the MONC is to serve as an
intermediary between nightlife establishments, residents, and the District government.
Guided by the Commission on Nightlife and Culture and nightlife stakeholders, MONC is

currently developing its policy agenda. This study, led by Jon Stover & Associates in
collaboration with MONC, the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic
Development, the Washington DC Economic Partnership, Javera Group, and Brick & Story,
was conducted to help MONC — and the District at large — understand the dynamics of the
nightlife industry from a cultural and economic perspective.

Image courtesy of the Washington, DC Economic Partnership.




Why is the nightlife economy important? Nightlife
activity contributes significantly to the District’s
economy. Since the nightlife economy depends
heavily on customer traffic outside of the
traditional nine to five, nightlife industries allow for
second jobs and often provide for more flexible
and creative work. This economic sector has grown
significantly in recent years as customers, residents
and visitors alike spend increasing amounts on
experiences such as dining, drinking, dancing, and
shows. Importantly, the nightlife economy is a vital
part of the District’s legacy, identity, and brand,
helping to attract both workers, residents, and
tourists to the District.
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About This Study

Nighttime activity is a large part of the District of Columbia’s

economy, identity, and services. The purpose of this study is to

articulate the characteristics and impacts of the nightlife economy

and identify opportunities for the District to help it thrive.

What is the Nightlife Economy?

The nightlife economy refers to all business sales,
consumer spending, employment, and other economic
activity related to the nighttime. However, there is
not a consistent definition of the nightlife economy.
Sometimes it refers primarily to the time of day, such
as economic activity after the sun sets or once most
people are off from work. Other times it refers
primarily to certain industry sectors for which a large
portion of their operations typically occur at night.

This study considers both approaches: it focuses on
four types of businesses (restaurants, bars, nightclubs,
and performance venues) and compares three
different time periods (5:00 am to 5:00 pm, 5:00 pm
to 9:00 pm, and 9:00 am to 5:00 am). Importantly, the
nightlife economy is more than just business activity:
it is also about the workers, customers, neighborhood
residents, other businesses in the supply chain, and
the city services that support each industry.

The Mayor’s Office of Nightlife and Culture

This analysis was commissioned by the Mayor’s Office
of Nightlife and Culture (MONC). The legislation
creating MONC was first introduced by Ward 4
Councilmember Brandon Todd and later signed into
law by Mayor Muriel Bowser on October 18, 2018.

__

Though this is the District's first year with a nightlife
office, the “Night Mayor” or “Nightlife Director”
concept is becoming more prevalent in major cities,
as local governments recognize the significant impact
that the nightlife economy can have on a region.

The primary function of the MONC is to serve as an
intermediary nightlife  establishments,
residents, and the District government. Guided by the
Commission on Nightlife and Culture and other
nightlife stakeholders, MONC is in the process of
developing its policy agenda for the upcoming years.

between

Study Objectives

The purpose of this study is to assist MONC — and the
District at large — understand the dynamics of the
nightlife industry,
perspectives, and quantify the industry’s impacts. The
study describes the characteristics and needs of the
District’s
contribution to the District’s greater economy. This
study also reviews best practices for measuring
nightlife impacts, describes the nightlife’s role in the
District’s history and identity, and develops guiding
principles to help MONC refine its programming and
operations to support the District’s nightlife economy
for years to come.

from cultural and economic

nightlife industries and quantifies its
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This study focuses on the perspective of nightlife business
owners and operators. Other nightlife stakeholder
perspectives, such as workers, patrons, and community
members, should continue to be evaluated as well.

Methodology

The overall economic impact of the District’s nightlife
economy was analyzed based on key industry sectors
and time of day. The analysis used leading data
sources, including city-provided information and data
collected from local industry representatives.

Industry Sectors and Time of Day. This study assesses
the four industry sectors most closely associated with
the “nightlife economy” in the District of Columbia: (i)
restaurants, (i) bars, (iii) nightclubs, and (iv) theaters
and performance venues. The economic contribution
of these industries was evaluated in full and over
different time periods throughout the day: 5:00 am to
5:00 pm; 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm; and 9:00 pm to 5:00
am.

Fiscal and Economic Impact Model. This analysis used
an impact modeling software called IMPLAN, which
leverages data and multipliers specific to the District
of Columbia to calculate the indirect and induced
economic impact and direct fiscal contribution.

Contribution Analysis. A Contribution Analysis Model
in IMPLAN was used to determine the nightlife
industry’s role in the greater economy. This economic
impact model assessed all nightlife industry sectors
industry-specific
business indirect expenditures to limit overcounting
contributions within the industry itself.

and accounts for business-to-

Data Sources

District Data. This analysis includes data provided by a
range of District agencies to ensure this study
incorporated the most accurate and current data
available, including the Department of Consumer and
Regulatory Affairs, Alcoholic Beverage Regulation
Administration, Department of Employment Services,
and the Office of Taxation and Revenue. The collected

data was used to quantify the number of businesses
in each sector.

Third Party Data. Other secondary data used in the
analysis includes the US Census, American Community
Survey, the Bureau of Labor Statistics, ESRI Business
Analyst, and JobsEQ.

Review of Benchmark Studies. Recently conducted
analyses and studies specific to the subject matter
were reviewed and assessed for best practices.
Relevant District plans and policies, such as the DC
Cultural Plan, were also reviewed.

Nightlife Industry Surveys. As part of this study, 183
electronic surveys were completed by nightlife
business owners and operators within the four target
industry sectors. The survey captured how economic
activity varies by industry, time of day, and day of the
week, and quantified the needs and concerns of these
business sectors. The Nightlife Industry Survey was
administered electronically by MONC and other
industry partners, and each respondent represented a
different nightlife establishment in the District.

Nightlife Stakeholder Focus Groups. A total of six focus
groups (and over 60 participants) were convened for
stakeholders representing the following perspectives:
(i) restaurant owners and operators; (i) bar owners
and operators; (iii) nightclub owners and operators;
(iv) theater and performance venue owners and
operators; (v) nighttime-oriented gallery owners and
operators; and (vi) community leadership including
city agency staff, neighborhood-serving nonprofits,
and Advisory Neighborhood Commission commiss-
joners. The purpose of these focus groups was to
facilitate a thorough discussion of the unique needs
and conditions of the nightlife industry.
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This study uses the following definitions for the key terms below:

Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration (ABRA)
ABRA issues and renews licenses that enable
businesses to sell and serve alcoholic beverages.

Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) An ANCisa
non-partisan, neighborhood body made up of locally
elected representatives called Advisory Neighborhood
Commissioners. They are a unique feature of DC’s
Home Rule Charter and provide people with a greater
say in matters that affect their neighborhoods.

Bars Many restaurants are also bars, and there are
few operational distinctions between the two.
However, for the purposes of this study, we make a
distinction and define bars as businesses with an
active ‘tavern license’ issued by ABRA.

Contribution Analysis The gross changes in a region’s
existing economy supported by a given industry.

DC Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs
(DCRA) DCRA is responsible for regulating
construction and business activity, including
permitting, compliance and code enforcement,
business and professional licenses, corporate
registration, and special events permits.

DC Department of Employment Services (DOES)
DOES provides comprehensive employment services
to ensure a competitive workforce, full employment,
life-long learning, and economic stability.

Direct Economic Impact The businesses, revenue, jobs,
wages, and other economic activity generated from
the operations of a particular industry or industries.

Employment The total number of full-time and part-
time jobs.

Fiscal Impact The amount of tax revenue to the
District of Columbia generated from an economic
activity, including sales tax, alcohol tax, income tax,
and the issuance of licenses and permits. This study
does not include property tax in its fiscal impact.

Indirect Economic Impact Indirect impact includes
the supply chain of goods and services from other
industries that enable activity in a given industry.

Induced Economic Impact Induced effects are the
results (spending) of increased personal income
caused by the direct and indirect effects.

Mayor’s Office of Nightlife and Gulture (MONC)
MONC advocates for the District’s after-hours
economy by serving as a central point of contact
between DC Government, the nightlife industry,
and District residents.

Nightclubs District business establishments with a
‘nightclub license’ issued by ABRA.

Nighttime The period between 5:00 pm and 5:00
am. The study further compares activity from 5:00
pm to 9:00 pm and 9:00 pm to 5:00 am.

Nightlife Economy Economic activity related to the
business operations, employment, and sales
specific to restaurants, bars, nightclubs, and
performance venues.

Nightlife Industry Industries for which a large
portion of activity occurs between 5:00 pm and
5:00 am. This study focuses on four such sectors:
(i) restaurants, (ii) bars, (iii) nightclubs, and (iv)
theaters and performance venues.

Restaurants Businesses in Washington, DC with an
active restaurant license from the DC Department
of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA) and
that do not have an active tavern license issued by
ABRA.

Theaters and Performance Venues Establishments
that operate as a performing arts venue, movie
theater, or live music venue. Most have a DCRA
motion picture theater license, public hall license,
or a live theater license. Venues do not include
sports stadiums or arenas, unless stated otherwise.
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% “By encouraging greater dialogue and experimentation,

[nocturnal governance] structures are challenging traditional

approaches to urban governance and paving

the way for a new wave of studies on the urban night.”%

Government

A leading thought leader in nightlife management, the Patrons

Responsible Hospitality helps communities around the world ///////
facilitate collaborative solutions to the most difficult nightlife //

challenges. RHI evaluates five overlapping sectors in assisting a % 3

city to develop a Sociable City Plan — market forces, // Social \\

government policy, patron activity, venue practices, and / E \
nom

district management — to determine strengths, challenges and %/ conomy \

Z/

2N

opportunities for improvement.

Q

U\

RHI recommends a three-step process to facilitate change with
these constituencies: (i) evaluate — a data-driven assessment
of conditions and needs; (ii) motivate — building trust and
understanding; and (iii) engage — collaborate directly with
each. Importantly, RHI emphasizes cooperation and risk Market Forces
management over enforcement and compliance.®

Source: Responsible Hospitality Institute
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Nightlife economic impact

assessments are an increasingly
common way for cities to identify
the characteristics, scale, and
needs of their nighttime-oriented
business community.

NYC’s Nightlife Economy: Impact, Assets, and
Opportunities (2019)

New York City’s nightlife is assessed from
stakeholder perspectives and includes industry
assets, and economic impact of five sectors: food

service, bars, arts, venues, and sports/recreation.‘G)

London’s 24 Hour Economy (2016)

London’s study explores the benefits of
London’s citywide nighttime economy by
industry sector and assesses the impact of the
“Night Tube” train service.!?)

The Economic Impact of San Francisco’s
Nightlife Businesses (2016)

This study includes economic impact, sales tax,
and business taxes generated by the city’s art
galleries, nightclubs, music venues, theaters,
restaurants, and drinking establishments.(®)

Edmonton’s Late-Night Entertainment Economy
(2016)

The Edmonton report estimates late-night
business revenue, emphasizing economic output
and job creation and recommendations for public
transit, police presence, and local management.©®

Sydney Night Time Economy: Cost Benefit
Analysis (2011)

This analysis features both economic benefits
and costs of Sydney’s nighttime economy, with
an emphasis on economic output and net
impacts on transit and policing.(0)

Best Practices in Measuring the Nightlife
Economy

Cities across the United States are increasingly data-
driven when making policy decisions and allocating
financial resources for purposes related to economic
development, placemaking, and revitalization. Over the
last few years, municipalities have begun to apply this
approach to better understand the positive and negative
impacts of the nighttime portion of a city’s economy. This
work stems from a variety of issues, concerns, and needs
and is often a result of city agencies wanting to articulate
the scale of employment, sales, and visitor impact in the
nighttime compared to the daytime.

There is no universal approach for conducting a nightlife
impact study as the purpose, objectives, and
methodologies of each typically reflect a city’s unique
conditions and needs. Studies often differ in defining
geography, industry focus, time of night, data sources,
and the types of impacts assessed. While each nightlife
study follows a unique methodology, several
commonalities exist. Most studies focus solely on
businesses in the hospitality and entertainment industries
that are traditionally associated with the nightlife sector.
Furthermore, given the relatively small number of prior
research into the economic impact of nighttime
economies, analyses often utilize in-person surveys to
collect quality data. This is often supplemented with
government supplied data, particularly to measure
employment-related data points.

A Growing Municipal Focus on Managing the
Nightlife Economy

In recent years, city governments have placed increasing
attention on the nightlife economy and issues associated
with night-shift workers, noise and trash complaints,
permitting challenges, and late-night transportation
options. Over a dozen cities in the United States and
more than 40 across the world®®) have developed new
agencies or staff positions with this specific charge, often
referred to as a Night Mayor, Night Manager, or a range
of different agency or department names (such as the
Mayor’s Office of Nightlife and Culture).



There is a noticeable shift in how cities
recognize the value of nightlife. Instead of
relying solely on policing, licensing and
enforcement, more cities are seeing the value
of a more proactive approach to minimizing
impacts while celebrating nightlife's cultural
and economic contributions.

Relevant District Studies and Context

Within the past few years, there has been increased
attention paid to the importance of the nightlife
economy  within  the  District. The findings,
recommendations, and conclusions from recent studies
provide context and insights that have informed this
analysis. The Music Venue Study and DC Food Economy
Study both provide deeper context on industries that are
critical to the success of the District's overall nighttime
industry. The Cultural Plan highlights central themes
across the people, places, and communities impacted by
the District’s nightlife industry. The DOES Minimum
Wage Study narrows in on the impacts to an important
stakeholder group within the District’s nightlife scene.
Finally, the 14t & U Nightlife Study serves as a basis of
understanding of how nightlife impacts a portion of the
District and a subset of the District’s economy.

As a collection, these reports provide an important
backdrop for the District’s nightlife industry and inspire
further research on the economic impact of the industry.
A deeper understanding has been gained from these
past reports about specific nightlife industries and
prevalent themes within the District’s nightlife economy.
This study builds off this work to further understand and
communicate the economic impact of the District’s
nightlife industry.

Recent reports exploring
culture, music, neighborhood
nightlife, food, and minimum
wage in DC showcase the city’s
unique assets and challenges.

Cultural Plan (2019)

The DC Cultural Plan lays out a vision and
recommendations for how the District can invest
in and strengthen its cultural creators, spaces, and
consumers. The goal of this plan is to make culture
more sustainable, inclusive, and equitable.(%)

Music Venue Study (2020)

The District is currently assessing and
documenting the existing music venues
throughout the District to create a thorough
inventory of these establishments.(12)

14t & U Nightlife Study (2012)

This study measures nightlife activity within the
U Street Corridor, 14th Street and Logan Circle
area of DC, as well as the economic benefits of
nightlife. Results indicate that nightlife and
sociability are significant economic engines.(®3)

DC Food Economy Study (2019)

This report highlights the economic and
employment impacts of DC's food economy.
Recommendations and strategies are put forth
to support new businesses, foster industry
connections, and advance inclusive and
equitable growth.(4)

DOES Minimum Wage Study (2017)

This report from DOES studies the District’s
minimum wage workforce. Legislated increases
in minimum wage and tipped minimum wage are
described to understand how workers, families,
businesses, and industries will be impacted.(1>)




The Role of Nightlife

Nightlife in the District has seen significant growth over the
past 20 years, building upon the District’s long history as an
entertainment and cultural hub. Historic centers of nightlife,
such as Downtown DC, U Street NW, and H Street NE, have
re-emerged as regional nighttime destinations. New areas of
nightlife activity have also emerged, such as Capitol
Riverfront/Navy Yard, Petworth, Congress Heights/St.
Elizabeth East, and the Southwest Waterfront. The District’s
growing population, strong public transportation, and base of
cultural and educational institutions make the city well-
positioned to continue growing as a renowned nightlife
destination.
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%/// DC’s Cultural History

While the District may be better known for its politicians than its DJs, the
District’s nightlife has a rich history. From the first Beatles concert in the United
States to the creation of Go-Go music, a world-renowned punk scene, and one
of the country’s most robust nightlife scenes for LGBTQ+ residents, (1% the
District has long been a vibrant, inclusive place to have fun and connect socially.

1917 // Prohibition Shuts Down All Bars in DC

The ban on alcohol sales resulted in the closure of 267 bars in the city
and sparked the creation of nearly 3,000 speakeasies. With the
closure of licensed (and segregated) bars, Prohibition inadvertently
helped break down racial barriers in the city, as white and black
residents came together at small, hidden speakeasies to enjoy an

increasingly popular beverage of choice: the cocktail .17 1971 // Inaugural Performance at The John

F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts

Created to help establish the District as the
nation’s cultural center, The Kennedy
Center now attracts over two million
annual visitors and hosts more than 2,200
performances and exhibits per year.(23)

1960s - 1980s // Growing LGBTQ+ Nightlife Scene

Between the 1960s and 1980s, several DC
neighborhoods, including Dupont Circle, Barracks
Row, and South Capitol Street, became growing
nightlife destinations for the LGBTQ+ community.
The District has continued to maintain an
assortment of bars and clubs oriented towards
the LGBTQ+ community.(9)

i
I

1968 // DG Riots

Riots following the assassination
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
caused significant property
damage across the city and
marked the start of a period of
disinvestment and decline along
several key nightlife corridors,
including H Street NE, 7th Street
NW, 14th Street NW, and the U
Street NW.

1900s — 1960s // “Black Broadway”
on U Street

Beginning the 1900s, the U Street NW
corridor emerged as a cultural hub for
African American musicians, poets, and
other entertainers. This period featured
the opening of several landmark venues,
including the Howard Theater (in 1910)
and Lincoln Theater (in 1922). This period
also featured the first paid performance
of Duke Ellington, who grew up near the
U Street NW neighborhood. The site of
his first performance, the True Reformer
Building, still stands today at 1200 U
Street NW.(18)

1972-1978 // The Rise of Go-Go

Several foundational Go-Go bands,
including Chuck Brown and the Soul
Searchers, Trouble Funk, and Rare
Essence, formed in DC, releasing
studio albums and performing in
clubs, bars, and recreation centers
around the District and region.(21.22)

1964 // The Beatles’ First US Concert

After being greeted by an enormous crowd at Union Station,
the Beatles played their first public concert in the United
States at the Uline Arena (then known as the Washington
Coliseum). The building, at 1140 3rd Street NE, still stands
today and was renovated in 2016 for retail and office use.20
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2000s-2010s // Revival of Historic Nightlife Corridors

Increased investment and residential density along H
Street NE, U Street NW, and 14t Street NW has driven
the corridors’ reemergence as thriving nightlife
destinations, attracting people from across the DC
region to eat, drink, shop, and attend shows.

1979 // Rise of the DC Punk Scene

The District’s punk scene included the seminal
hardcore bands the Bad Brains and Fugazi. The
founding of indie label Dischord Records, the
birth of the Riot Grrrl movement, and a slew of
DC-based punk bands have had a lasting
influence on American music.

2008-2018 // Revitalization of Capitol Riverfront and the
Southwest Waterfront

New clusters of nightlife activity continue to emerge across the
District. Catalyzed by the opening of Nationals Park in 2008,
Navy Yard is a major daytime and nighttime destination.
Similarly, starting with Arena Stage’s 2010 multi-theater
renovation, the redeveloped Southwest Waterfront now
attracts significant nightlife activity at The Wharf and at Audi
Field, the newly built DC United stadium.

1991 // The Green Line Opens on
U Street

The new Metro Station played a
significant role in brining
customers back to the historic
corridor, which is now once
again one of the District’s most
popular nightlife destinations.

2018 // Mayor’s Office of Nightlife and
Culture Established

MONC serves as the intermediary between
nightlife establishments, residents, and the
District government (legislation introduced
by Councilmember Brandon Todd).

§
i

2020 // Go-Go Becomes the
Official Music of DG

On February 19, 2020, Mayor
Bowser signs the Go-Go Music of
the District of Columbia Designation
Act to make Go-Go the official
music of the District (legislation
introduced by Councilmember
Kenyan McDuffie following the
Don’t Mute DC movement).

1997 // Opening of the Capital One Arena

Home to the Washington Wizards,
Washington Capitals, and the
Georgetown University’s men’s basketball
team, the arena has attracted 47 million
visitors and hosted more than 4,500
events, playing an integral role in bringing
activity back to Downtown DC.(27)

2018 // Opening of the St. Elizabeths East
Entertainment and Sports Arena

1980 // The 9:30 Club Opens Its Doors at 930 F Street NW P
The club becomes one of the central hubs of DC’s prominent
hardcore punk scene and today it continues to operate as
one of the city’s most popular music venues.?4 The venue,
now located on V Street NW, has regularly been credited as
one of the best music venues in the country.(2526)

The 118,000 square foot multi-purpose event facility
brings an entertainment hub to the Congress Heights
neighborhood in Southeast DC. The arena hosts a
range of concerts and activities, houses the practice
facility for the Washington Wizards NBA team and is
home to the 2019 WNBA champion Washington
Mystic and the NBA G League Capital City Go-Go.
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The District’s Nightlife Conditions

The District’s local nightlife industry is supported by a
range of key physical and demographic assets including:

Nightlife ldentity

The District is home to several neighborhoods with
dense clusters of nightlife businesses, including
Dupont Circle, Adams Morgan, U Street, Shaw, H
Street NE, Georgetown, and Petworth.

Walkability

With pedestrian-friendly streetscapes and
commercial clusters located throughout various
neighborhoods, DC is one of the most walkable
cities in the country,(28) making it easy for patrons
to walk between different nightlife businesses.

Mix of Transit

Served by the second largest heavy rail system in
the country(?® and an expansive bus system, DC is
one of the most transit-accessible cities in the US.
This transit mix allows customers and workers to
travel to and between nightlife establishments.

Tourism

More than 23 million domestic and international
tourists visit the District annually, creating a
reliable customer base for nightlife business. A
high share of visitor spending is on dining and
entertainment, averaging over $149 per day.(%

Safe & Secure Environment

The District’s low rates of crime compared to other
major metropolitan areas in the country create a
secure environment for nightlife activity.(31)

Small Business Resources and Support

The District fosters a supportive environment for
small businesses, providing a range of resources
from technical assistance to grants to help
businesses achieve success.
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Growing Population and Economy

The District’s growing population and above-
average median household income provide a strong
consumer base for nightlife businesses. Over the
past decade, the District’s population has increased
17%, growing by 104,000 residents,32 and nearly
25% of personal income tax filers in DC reported
incomes of at least $100,000 in 2019.633)

Diversity of Nightlife Options

Since 2008, nightlife options in the District have
expanded significantly. The number of restaurants,
bars, and clubs in the city has grown from 800 in
2008 to more than 2,400, as of 2020.34 The
District’s nightlife economy also expands beyond
traditional storefronts, leveraging unconventional
spaces of rooftops, alleyway networks, and
industrial spaces.

Influx of Young Professionals

The District attracts many young professionals to
the city, with 32.8% of the total population
between the ages of 18-34.03%) Universities in the
District, including American University, The Catholic
University, Gallaudet University, George
Washington University, Georgetown University,
Howard University, and University of the District of
Columbia, and allow the city to maintain a
consistent base of students and young
professionals.

Burgeoning Food and Drink Scene

From hidden gems to nationally acclaimed
restaurants, the District’s dining and drinking scene
is rapidly growing. Restaurants, both new and old,
are being supported by the city’s growing
population and growing investments along
commercial corridors across the District.
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DC’s nightlife and culture are hoth inextricably linked with Go-
Go music. Go-Go traces back to the 1960s and 1970s, when local
band leaders would talk and gesture with audiences while bands’
percussion section continued playing the beat.

This evolved into a distinct musical sound and performance style, characterized by
syncopated, percussion-heavy beats and frequent “call and responses” between the
musicians and audience. Go-Go music continued to grow over the several decades, with
several local bands, most notably Chuck Brown and the Soul Searchers, achieving
national prominence in the 1970s and 1980s.

While some Go-Go bands have broken into mainstream charts over the years, Go-Go's
popularity has remained heavily concentrated in the DC area and is still closely tied with
local African American culture. Today, Go-Go bands play at a variety of bars, nightclubs,
and other venues throughout DC and Prince George's County, Maryland. However, the
closure of many longtime venues over the past twenty years resulted in grassroots and
legislative efforts to ensure that Go-Go remains a lasting fixture in DC's culture. In
February 2020, Mayor Bowser signed the Go-Go Music of the District of Columbia
Designation Act, which officially names Go-Go music as the official music of the District
and creates a mandate to design and implement a new program to support, preserve,
and archive Go-Go music and its history.




For those attending day parties in the
District, nightlife begins when the sun is
still out.

Day parties are organized events in the District designed to
bridge the gap between brunch and typical late-night
clubbing hours. Usually hosted at restaurants or clubs, these
parties typically take place on Saturdays and Sundays and
last from either 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm or 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm.
Parties typically include food and DJs and require guests to
pre-register and pre-pay.

These events allow bars and nightclubs to expand their
operating hours, attract customers on Sundays, and
significantly boost overall sales. According to interviews with
local nightclub owners, day parties can generate up to 30%
of weekly revenue at some establishments. Additionally, the
pre-registration typically required of day parties allows
venues to more easily plan and staff events, making day
parties a particularly important piece of many nightlife
business models.

&& Mayor Bowser has tasked DMPED with three tasks:
jobs, affordable housing and tax revenue. This report
underscores that DC’s nightlife economy directly and
indirectly impacts all three positively. The report also
highlights the region’s interconnectedness. If we
continue to work together as a city and a region, we
will help more workers, more businesses, and all of
our economies will thrive.”

— Acting Deputy Mayor for Planning and
Economic Development John Falcicchio
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The District’s Players and Influencers in the Nightlife Industry

While the direct nightlife industry of DC is comprised
of establishments and businesses that predominantly
operate during the evening and nighttime hours, these
establishments are shaped and influenced by public,
private, and nonprofit sector entities. The nightlife
ecosystem is dependent not only on a business’s
patrons, staff, performers, and industry partners, but
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