GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
OFFICE OF PLANNING
NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY (NOFA)

Columbia Heights and Mount Pleasant Public Realm
Improvement Grant

The DC Office of Planning (OP) is soliciting grant applications from qualified organizations to
implement public realm improvements that advance the Columbia Heights & Mount Pleasant
Vision Framework for Public Realm Design. The Vision Framework identifies opportunities to
strengthen comfort, identity, activation, and community use across key public spaces in both
neighborhoods.

Through this grant, OP seeks proposals that translate the Vision Framework’s goals into
tangible, visible improvements and community-serving activations. Eligible projects may
include public art, seating, shade structures, lighting, wayfinding, greening, playable or
interactive installations, and community events that activate public space and support
community life in Columbia Heights and Mount Pleasant.

OP encourages applicants to propose creative, feasible, and context-sensitive approaches
grounded in the Vision Framework and informed by coordination with District agencies and
engagement with community stakeholders.

Eligibility Criteria: To be eligible for funding, organizations must demonstrate experience in
at least one of the following areas:

o Completing public space installations, such as public artworks, seating, shade
structures, playable or interactive art, lighting, and wayfinding, including coordinating
with District agencies and obtaining required public space permits and approvals.

e Producing and promoting community events in public space, including obtaining
required event permits and coordinating vendors, equipment rentals, site logistics, and
event operations.

In addition, organizations must demonstrate both of the following:

e (Capacity to track and report the impacts of public space activations, such as pedestrian
activity, event attendance, and support for local businesses.

e (Capacity to manage grant funds and deliver the proposed project, including appropriate
financial controls, sufficient staffing, and the ability to meet District reporting
requirements.

Organizations must also:

e Be licensed as a business or nonprofit in good standing with the District of
Columbia’s Department of Licensing and Consumer Protection;

e Have a location in the District of Columbia through which it provides services; and

e Provide “Clean Hands” certificate to verify good financial standing with the
Government of the District of Columbia and meet certain insurance requirements.


https://planning.dc.gov/page/columbia-heights-and-mount-pleasant-vision-framework-public-realm-design
https://planning.dc.gov/page/columbia-heights-and-mount-pleasant-vision-framework-public-realm-design

Release Date of RFA:

Deadline for Submission:

Availability of RFA:

Amount of Awards:

Length of Awards:

Submission Instructions:

Grant Inquiries:

OP Contacts:

October 30, 2026
November 30, 2026

The Request for Applications will be posted on the Mayor’s
Office of Community Affairs’ Community Grant Program
website, the DC Register, and OP’s website

OP has up to $200,000 for this effort and anticipates making no
more than two awards.

Neither this NOFA nor the forthcoming Request for Applications
commits OP to make an award.

Grant awards will be available from the date of issuance through
September 30, 2027.

Applications must be submitted through the portal identified in
the Request for Applications. Late or incomplete applications
will not be accepted.

Questions regarding this funding opportunity should be
submitted to OP.CHMtP.RealmGrants@dc.gov. Additional grant
information and responses to frequently asked questions will be
posted on the Columbia Heights & Mount Pleasant Vision
Framework for Public Realm Design webpage.

Alan Lord
Phone: 202-442-7629
Email: alan.lord2@dc.gov

Le An
Phone: 202-442-7617

Email: le.an@dc.gov
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