OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY MAYOR FOR PLANNING AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

AMENDMENT TO NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY (NOFA)
RFA ldentification No.: DMPED - FY24 - DTRG
FY?24 Downtown Recovery Grants
This notice supersedes the notice published in DC Register on 1/12/2023 volume 71/2
Request for Application (RFA) Release Date: Friday, January 26, 2024

Mission: The Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development (DMPED)
assists the Mayor in the coordination, planning, supervision, and execution of economic
development efforts in the District of Columbia with the goal of creating and preserving affordable
housing, creating jobs and increasing tax revenue. DMPED pursues policies and programs that
assist in meeting the focus areas listed in the District’s Comeback Plan: (1) Thriving People; (2)
Opportunity-rich Neighborhoods; and (3) Successful Businesses.

Background: The Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development
(“DMPED”) invites the submission of applications from qualified businesses for the FY24
Downtown Recovery Grant Program (“Program”). The purpose of the Program is to support
businesses opening or expanding in commercial spaces in the Downtown DC Business
Improvement District (“Downtown BID”) and the Golden Triangle Business Improvement
District (“Golden Triangle BID”).

Purpose: The Program will provide grants for the purpose of supporting construction and
operation of business enterprises that are locating or expanding in commercial spaces in the
Downtown BID and in the Golden Triangle BID that have been vacant for at least six months
(“Project”). The Program will incentivize businesses to locate and expand in these neighborhoods
within the Central Business District that are experiencing high commercial vacancy and reduced
foot traffic. The Program will provide grants to cover the costs of building out a new space and
operating a business in the space. Eligible costs include capital improvements (construction) and
rent.

Project Requirements:

e Businesses must lease space in the Downtown BID and Golden Triangle BID that has been

vacant for at least six months prior to the RFA release date (January 26, 2024).

Project location must be designated for commercial use, including retail or office.

Businesses must operate in an eligible industry (described further in the RFA)

Projects must be complete by September 30, 2025.

Applications should demonstrate how Projects will drive foot traffic to the Downtown BID or

Golden Triangle BID or will generate economic activity in these neighborhoods.

e Applications should demonstrate the feasibility of the business model and the likelihood that
the business will be successful in the Project location.



e Projects must abide by all District laws and regulations.

e Applicants should demonstrate site control or have a Letter of Intent for a qualified leased
space.

e Preference will be given to businesses that occupy or will occupy at least 4,000 square feet
for a minimum of three years.

The Program will be funded pursuant to the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic
Development Limited Grant-Making Authority Act of 2012, effective September 12, 2012 (D.C.
Law 19-168; D.C. Official Code § 1-328.04(hh)).

Eligible Applicants:
For-profit business enterprises occupying commercial office space and operating in one of the
following industries:

Communications and Design

Consulting Services

Education and Research

Hospitality, Tourism, and Entertainment

Life Sciences and Health Technology

Technology (including Innovation and Entrepreneurship)
Childcare Centers

Educational Institutions

Entertainment (arts, museum, music, sports, theater)
Grocery Stores

Restaurants

Retail stores and Retail services

Urgent Care Centers

Ineligible Applicants:
The following applicants are not eligible to receive a grant under the Program:

Adult entertainment

Auto body repair

Bank (Retail)

Cannabis or entheogenic plants and fungus businesses

E-commerce business without a brick and mortar locations

Individuals and Home-based businesses

Insurance office

Liquor Store

Medical Office Provider ( with the exception of urgent care center)

Night Club ( CX/DX license from ABCA)

Phone Store

Retail Office

Seasonal Businesses ( only open part of the year)

An electronic equipment facility that is primarily occupied by electronic and computer
equipment that provides electronic data switching, transmission, or telecommunication
functions between computer, both inside and outside the facility



e Tenants occupying commercial office space and operating in an industry other than one of
the eligible industries.

No grant funds expended by the awardee may be used for executive salaries or bonuses.
Additional details about eligibility and criteria for selecting applicants will be included in the RFA.

Funding Available for Program: DMPED will award up to $3,000,000.00 in total grant funds to
be disbursed to qualified applicants of the Program.

Anticipated Number of Awards: DMPED anticipates making 3-5 awards, with an anticipated
award range of $200,000 to $3,000,000.00. Award amounts are based on the anticipated impact of
the project. Applicants must request a funding amount at the time of application with need
demonstrated by budget documents. Applicants must also demonstrate private funding
commitments. Based on an internal review panel of recommendations, the resources available, and
the goals of the Program, DMPED will make the final funding decision..

Period of Performance: All Projects funded by this Program must be complete no later than
September 30, 2025

Grant Information Session: DMPED will host an in-person information session for interested
applicants on Monday, February 5, 2024. DMPED will also hold a virtual information session on
Tuesday, February 13, 2024. Please check the https://dmped.dc.gov/ website for additional
information sessions and technical assistance providers.

Questions and Concerns: For questions and concerns regarding the program, please use the
contact information below:

Contact Name: DMPED Grants Team Phone: (202) 727-6365 Email: dmped.grants@dc.gov

Availability of RFA: The RFA and grant application will be released on Friday, January 26,
2024, and posted at https://dmped.dc.gov/, www.obviouslydc.com, and www.opgs.dc.gov

Application Process: The grant application process will include an initial screening of applicants
for pre-qualifications, a virtual technical review panel process, and a final compliance review to
determine the final funding decision. Each step will be further described in the RFA.

Grant Application Deadline for Electronic Submission: To be considered for a grant in FY 24,
applicants must submit a completed online application to DMPED via the Grant Vantage system
no later than 5:00 PM/ET on Friday, March 29, 2024.
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